Porcine RPE/Choroidal Explant Cultures.
The cultivation of retinal pigment epithelium (RPE)-choroid explants gives the opportunity to study the RPE and Bruch's membrane in its natural environment. Porcine eyes are easily available and an excellent model for human RPE. Explants are prepared less than 4 h postmortem from cooled eyes and are transferred in fixation rings. The tissues held between rings are cultured in a perfusion organ culture system for up to a week. Viability of the explants can be investigated by calcein staining.